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Item 9-C 

June 25, 2009 
 
Mr. Andrew Thomas 
Planning Services Manager 
City Of Alameda Planning Department 
2263 Santa Clara Avenue 
Alameda, Calif.  94501 
 
Subject: Use Permit Application No.  PLN09-0184 and PLN09-0199 
 
Dear Andrew: 
 
It was a pleasure to speak to you yesterday about the aforementioned use permit requests 
by Conglobal and Peter Wong. As you know, I am a resident in Marina Cove which is a 
subdivision bound on one edge by Buena Vista Ave.  I speak for the community and 
residents of Marina Cove which consists of some 70 homeowners. 
 
As I am sure most everyone is aware, Buena Vista is a busy artery in the city, which is 
one of the main conduits to the Posey tunnel to Oakland and the 880 freeway.  Many 
commuters use this road, as do the container trucks in question in this use permit. 
 
I am in full agreement with staff’s recommendations to the Planning Commission and the 
City Council regarding the termination of this use permit No. PLN09-0199 on August 3, 
2010.  It is an appropriate time for Mr. Wong to begin the responsible planning of all of 
this property as well as the Del Monte and Chipman Warehouses.  I realize he has done 
preliminary work with S.O.M LLP, a world renowned architectural firm.  This work 
needs to move forward for the residents and communities of Alameda that are neighbors 
to this industrial warehouse and container storage site to become consistent with the 
Northern Waterfront Plan. 
 
In the interim, as I had reviewed with you by telephone, the sidewalk area fronting 
Chipman and Del Monte Warehouses as well as the corner dirt lot at Buena Vista and 
Sherman are eyesores to the city, its residents and those who use Littlejohn Park. The 
double chain link fence which runs in front of both warehouses on Buena Vista is the 
repository for litter from all those who throw things from their passing vehicles and to 
whatever litter the wind blows in that direction.  I have asked for Public Works assistance 
and Code Enforcements assistance in working towards the clean up of this litter problem 
to no avail.  I have taken it upon myself to hand pick up the litter on a weekly basis by 
walking this area so I, and others in the community do not need to look at an unsightly  
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condition.  This situation is not representative of other neighborhoods in Alameda and 
needs to be remedied. 
 
I have a masters in Urban and Regional Planning and an undergraduate degree in 
Landscape Architecture so well understand the conditions that can be imposed on an 
applicant at the time a use permit is reassessed.  The following requirements should be 
imposed on the applicant Peter Wong: 
 

1) Continuation of the design as proposed in the Encinal Master Plan for the 
container site, in addition to the design and revised use of Del Monte and 
Chipman Warehouses as proposed in the SOM Master Plan dated September 
2007. 

2) Removal of the entire length of the first tier (of two tiers) of chain link fence 
on Bunea Vista Avenue adjacent to the city sidewalk and installation of 
landscape street trees, irrigation and groundcover, shrubs/hedges to create a 
pedestrian friendly walkway/bikeway and entrance to the city.  The second 
tier of chain link fence would be removed at the time of redevelopment of 
these parcels with appropriate landscaping installed to match the approved 
master plan. 

3) Maintenance of this newly landscaped area to occur weekly and to consist of 
weeding, litter pick up, irrigation management and appropriate maintenance of 
all plant materials to include trimming and pruning and mowing as required. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide my comments on these use permits.  I would 
pleased to discuss any comments or questions in person or by phone.  I can be reached at 
510 814-8338 or my email address at reveringha@aol.com.  
 
Sincerely Yours, 
 
Robert Everingham, ISHC 
Principal 
Everingham Associates 
1917 Paru Street 
Alameda, CA  94501 
510  814-8338 
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